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Abstract 

Agustin Is. Saidi. Nim 321412005. 2016. The Fundamental Principles of 

Personality Traits of Prof. Morrie in Tuesdays with Morrie Novel. Skripsi. 

Education of English Department, Letter and Culture Faculty, Universitas 

Negeri Gorontalo. It was supervised by Rusni Podungge, S.Pd,. M.A and 

Farid Muhammad, S.Pd,. M.A 

 

This study aims to investigate the personality traits and the factors/fundamental 

principles of personality traits of Prof. Morrie in Tuesdays with Morrie novel. In 

conducting the research, this study used qualitative method which concern in 

phenomenology research. Moreover, in analyzing the personality traits, this study 

employed Cattel’s theory (1940) and used Arlow’s theory (1995) in categorizing 

the fundamental principles of personality of Prof. Morrie. Supported by structural 

approach, this study found the personality traits of Prof. Morrie was dominated by 

Agreeableness (good nature), where the sociable, cooperative and gentle traits as 

the minor traits. Regarding the factors/fundamental principles of personality traits, 

Prof. Morrie’s personalities were dominantly influenced by Determinism 

principles (his experience), while another personalities were influenced by 

Topography (consciousness) and Dynamic viewpoint (childhood events) 

principles. 

 

Keywords: Personality traits, the fundamental principles of personality, 

pscyhoanalytical literarture, Tuesdays with Morrie 
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Motto 

 

 

 

Don’t affraid to be wrong! Sometimes, things will become right 

because of mistakes. 

(Agustin Is. Saidi) 

 

 

 

 

“Sometimes you cannot believe what you see, you have to believe 

what you feel, and if you are ever going to have other people trust 

you, you must feel that you can trust them too—even when you’re in 

the dark, even when you’re falling” 

(Prof. Morrie Schwartz) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



vi 
 

Dedication 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For their pride and happiness 

Mom & Dad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



vii 
 

Preface 

 

 

Alhamdulillahirabbil’alamin, praise is merely to the Almighty Allah SWT 

for the gracious mercy and blessing. All praises belong to Allah, the most priority 

thankful and worship of life, the one and only Lord of the world who has given 

the chance to breathe in every second that I take to accomplish this skripsi. 

Shalawat and Salaam be upon on the greatest man of the world, the blessing 

messenger, the final Prophet Muhammad SAW, his family and his companions. I 

thank to every single word that I have wrote in my masterpiece (skripsi). This 

skripsi entitled The Fundamental Principles of Personality Traits of Pfor.Morrie in 

Tuesdays with Morrie novel to fulfill academic priority in taking Sarjana 

Pendidikan in English Department of Universitas Negeri Gorontalo. 

However, this success would not be achieved without those support, 

guidance, advice, help, and encouragement from some people. Therefore, in this 

opportunity, I would like to express my deep and sincere gratitude to my principal 

Co-supervisor also as my academic advisor, Mr. Farid Muhammad, S. Pd,. M.A 

for his valuable guidance, scholarly inputs and consistent encouragement I 

received throughout the research work. This work was possible only because of 

the unconditional support provided by him. A person with an amicable and 

positive disposition, who has always made himself available to clarify my doubts 

despite his busy schedules and I consider it as a great opportunity to do my skripsi 

under his guidance. Thank you Sir, for all your help and support.   



viii 
 

I also would like to thank ma’am Rusni Podungge, S. Pd., M.A, for the 

support and the facilities provided to carry out the research work has been very 

encouraging and supportive, and I express my gratitude to her as the Supervisor 

for her support at various phases in finishing this skripsi. I also put my deepest 

thank to all my examiners who has given their critics and suggestions to this 

skripsi. It will be hard for me to create this skripsi to become a decent one without 

their help and contribution, whom the first examiner is Rosma Kadir, S. Pd,. M.A 

and the second examiner is Dr. Mery Balango M.Hum, and to all lecturers of 

English Education Departement for compassionately sharing their knowledge.  

Respectable dedication to Dr.H. Syamsu Qamar Badu, M.Pd as the rector 

of Universitas Negeri Gorontalo, Dr.H. Harto Malik, M.Hum as the dean of 

Letters and Culture Faculty, Novi R. Usu, S.Pd. MA as the head of English 

Department and Zulkifli Tanipu, S.Pd. MA as the deputy head of English 

Department.  

My deepest gratitude to my big family who encouraged and helped me at 

every stage of my personal and academic life, and longed to see this achievement 

come true. To my beloved mother Sardtjo Lagili and my lovely father Ismail Saidi 

who always gives me their best. They never tired to make their daughter become a 

better person. They never stop giving their love, support, and cares to me and my 

brother, even when they are not in good condition. To my little brother Mohamad 

Syarif Saidi that always support me and become an understanding friend who 

always helps me. To my cousin Soni Witje and Heri Papendang who allow me to 



ix 
 

leave in their house, also my crazy niece Sri Endang Papendang who treat me like 

a real sister. 

Several people who have been very kind enough to extend their help at 

various phases of this research, whenever I approached them, and I do hereby 

acknowledge all of them. Miftahul Khairi S.Pd (abiw), Fidyawati Biahimo 

(mitong) and kaka Alien to their valuable suggestions and concise comments on 

this skripsi.  

My colleagues in the same struggle, The Sapulidi members (Nyupin, I’an, 

Onggu, Cito, Otuh, Iin, ayu, Ita, Palmin, Malek, Ika, Icha, Rosna, Kaka ami, 

Mitong, Mutya, Nonik, Nurul, Irma and so on), to my Keluarga Cemara (Bundo 

nana, Nona, Nanda, Ukhti Ika, and so on), to my lovely binyo (Olis Alim) and 

minyo (Rahmatia Hudja) who have share everything since 2012 till the end of this 

wonderful trip. 

To the class of 2012 who called Twelvengers specially Nur Aqmarina 

Sanad who helps me to finish this work, without forgetting the endeavors in 

helping me to do this research. To my real enemies, my lovely close friends 

Sondole (Rahmatia Anwar S.Ked), Memble (Fini Friani Gusasi),  Kaka rizky 

(Rizky Latidi), Nyule (Saprilia Kaku), awan (Marwan Musa), and Sasmita 

(Candra Eka Sasmita) who have extended their support in du’a and always 

conseling me in my down conditions. And last but not least for all the people who 

are not mentioned, you all still mean so much to me. Thank You. 

Finally, this skripsi is expected to be able to provide useful knowledge and 

information to the readers. Several mistakes might be found in this written text, 



x 
 

Therefore the writer is pleased to accept more suggestion and contribution 

constructively for the improvement of this skripsi. 

Gorontalo, December    ,2016 

 

    Agustin Is. Saidi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xi 
 

Content List 

 

Abstract ..............................................................................................................    i 

Statement Letter ................................................................................................    ii 

Approval Sheet ..................................................................................................   iii 

Legalization Sheet .............................................................................................   iv 

Motto ..................................................................................................................    v 

Dedication ..........................................................................................................   vi 

Preface ................................................................................................................  vii 

Content List .......................................................................................................   xi 

 

Chapter I: Introduction     

Background ..................................................................................................    1 

Research Question .......................................................................................    5 

Research Objective ......................................................................................    5 

Research significance ...................................................................................    5 

Scope Of Study ............................................................................................    6 

 

Chapter II: Theoretical Background 

The definition of novel .................................................................................    7 

Structural approach ......................................................................................    8 

Character in literary works ...........................................................................   10 

Theory of psychological literature ...............................................................   13 

The trait concept, theory of personality & personality types/traits ..............   16 

Previous Studies ...........................................................................................   18 

 



xii 
 

Chapter III: Methodology of Research 

Research Method .........................................................................................   21 

Research approach .......................................................................................   22 

Sources of data .............................................................................................   23 

Technique of collecting data ........................................................................   23 

Technique of analyzing data ........................................................................   24 

 

Chapter IV: Finding and Discussion 

Finding .........................................................................................................   26 

Discussion ....................................................................................................   27 

Determinism ..........................................................................................   28 

Topography ...........................................................................................   37 

Genetic viewpoint .................................................................................   43 

 

Chapter V: Conclusion and Recommendation 

Conclusion ...................................................................................................   47 

Recommendation .........................................................................................   48 

References ....................................................................................................   49 

Curriculum Vitae .........................................................................................   54 

Appendix 

Synopsis of Tuesdays with Morrie Novel ....................................................   

Data Card ..................................................................................................... 

 

 

 


