
i 

 

 



ii 

 

 



iii 

 

 

 

 

Abstract 

Susanti. 321 412 006. 2017. The Effects of Childhood Trauma of Karen 

Overhill as Reflected on Richard Baer’s Novel Switching Time, Skripsi. 

English Education Study Program, Letters and Culture Faculty, Universitas 

Negeri Gorontalo. It was supervised by Rosma Kadir, S.Pd, M.A. and Farid 

Muhammad, S.Pd, M.A. 

 

This study is proposed to analyze Switching Time novel (2007) written by Richard 

Baer. The issues discussed how this novel shows the effects of the personality of a 

person after experiencing a chronic trauma in childhood and the contribution of 

literary elements such as characters, conflicts and settings that refer to the text 

based on interpretation to reveal the result. The purpose of this analysis is to know 

how the effects of childhood trauma of a character in the novel, Karen Overhill. 

The analysis of this study using Dudley theory of the effect of childhood trauma 

and Sigmund Freud theory of personality. The results of the analysis show there 

are nine effects that appear after a chronic childhood trauma, they are excessive 

anxiety, excessive frightened, hard to believe to other people, difficult to 

memorize something, wakeful, distressed, become a hater, interference of 

traumatic memories, and dissociative disorder. 

 

Keywords: childhood trauma, effect of childhood trauma, Switching Time 

novel, Psychoanalytic. 
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