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CHAPTER 5
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This chapter presents a conclusion regarding the data analyzed and
discussed in the previous chapter. Additionally, the researcher also provides

suggestions for the readers.

Conclusion

Based on the data analyzed and discussed in the previous chapter, the
researcher concludes that the findings of 21 gestures used by 10 students majoring
in English Department at the State Gorontalo University have various meanings
depending on the type of gesture itself. The researcher uses Saussure’s theory
Signifier and Signified to analyze the meaning and also uses the theory proposed
by Andersen (1999) about the Three Types of Gesture. The researcher found the
meaning of each gesture and categorize four gestures as adaptor, 14 gestures as

emblem, and three gestures as illustrator.

Each type has its own characteristics. The adaptor type is gesture that
appeared because the students feel anxious about something so to reduce anxiety,
they spontaneously issue this type of gesture. For instance, scratching and
touching part of the body. The emblem type is gesture that intended to shorten or
simplify the message idea. One of the gestures found in this study that represents
the emblems type is nodding. The illustrator type purposed to adding the

information or clarifying the content of the message to be conveyed. Usually, this

59



THE FACTORS OF CHOOSING GESTURE IN CONVERSATION

gesture is used because students are lacking words. For example, make the shape

of a thing using hands.

Furthermore, the researcher found the origin of all gestures found in this
research is from experience. The reason why all the students choose experience
over understanding for the same reason as one of the students said “we imitate
what we see in real life either consciously or unconsciously®. The students see and
imitate what they have been seen. This is proved by the various statements
regarding the origin of gestures from 10 students in the interview session. This
shows that gesture that students use in their conversation are from experience.

That is the reason why the students choose experience rather than understanding.

After finding the origin of the gesture, the researcher found the factors that
influence students in choosing gestures in their conversation. From the results,
eight out of 10 students chose the environment as a factor that influenced the
choice of gestures in their conversation. According to them, environment takes
massive contribution to affect the decision of choosing gesture. The students think
that the environment is factors because it is the place where they got lots of
information, including gesture. As one of the student said in the interview
“Environment is very affecting me to use gesture because | see it every day in my

life”.

While the other two chose different factors. One of them chose education

and the other one chose culture. This is evidenced by the statements put forward

60



THE FACTORS OF CHOOSING GESTURE IN CONVERSATION

by the students in interviews regarding the factors that influence the choice of

gestures in conversation.

Therefore, the researcher concludes that the factors that can affect the students’

decision to choose gesture in their conversation is experience-environment.

Recommendations

Based on the conclusion above, the researcher hopes that the readers of
this research can understand more broadly about linguistics particularly in
studying gesture. This research limited in discussing the influential factor of
choosing gesture in conversation. Therefore, the researcher suggests to the readers
to use this research to research different aspect such as, the classification of new

gesture and old gesture.
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Attachment 1

Name (**)

Age (**)

Ethnicity (**)

Religion (**)

Occupation (**)

1. Where do you think gesture come from? (*)

Experience — appear from experiences that have been experienced by

yourself (have seen/felt/heard/etc),

Understanding - arise from thinking and understanding based on common

sense or rational logic.

2. Explain why! (based on what you have chosen above) (**)

3. Inyour opinion, which factors effects the origin of the gestures
(experience/understanding) you have used the most in choosing a gesture
so far? (**)

The culture you own (culture/habit)
The environment you live (norm/rule)
To whom you talk to (social status/level)

From what have you learned (education)
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. Why it is very influential for you? (based on what you have chosen above)
(**)

. According to you which one is the most relevant situation that makes
gesture appears when talk? (*)

Nervous

Lacking of vocabulary/Forgot the word

Find it difficult to explain

Give the reason why? (based on what you have chosen above) (**)

. Which intention of gesture mostly you use? (*)

To reduce anxiety

Clarify the meaning of the message/to add some detail

To shorten/simplify the message

Give one example of gesture that comes from what you have chosen above

and explain what it means! (**)
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